
 

 
 

 
 

UNLV 2017 Regents’ Scholar, Undergraduate Nominee: Mr. Nemanja Novakovic 
 
Nemanja Novakovic is an Honor’s College student and double major in Biochemistry and 
Biological Sciences with an emphasis in Cell and Molecular Biology. Nemanja is an 
extraordinary student who has demonstrated excellence in research, academics, and leadership, 
as well as service both within and outside of UNLV. His research activities as an undergraduate 
student are unparalleled; as a member of the Schiller Laboratory and the Nevada Institute of 
Personalized Medicine, he has been at the front-lines of research dedicated to efforts to solve 
problems related to HIV. His work on this research has resulted in co-authorship on three peer-
reviewed publications in PLOS One. Now a senior, Nemanja has maintained a 4.0 GPA 
throughout his undergraduate studies and has received several prestigious Honor’s College and 
University scholarships and awards. In addition to his extensive research activities and academic 
achievements, Nemanja has been a campus leader and mentor to other students. As an Honor’s 
College Bennet Mentor he provides support and guidance to incoming undergraduate students as 
they transition from high school into the Honors College. He is also a senior member of the 
Schiller laboratory where he has worked since 2013, and has served as an undergraduate 
Teaching Assistant and Lab Instructor for courses in biology. Outside of UNLV, Nemanja is also 
involved in several programs that benefit the Las Vegas community such as the Relay for Life, 
the Las Vegas Rescue Mission, the Heaven Can Wait Feral Cat Clinic, and other charitable 
organizations where he volunteers his time and skills, and assists in fundraising efforts. Given 
Nemnaja’s record of distinguished academic accomplishments, and contributions in leadership 
and service, we are confident that he will continue his scholarly and leadership contributions in 
the field of medicine, and we are pleased to recommend him as the recipient of this award. 
 
[Nominated by Dr. Andrew Hanson, Associate Dean, UNLV Honors College, and Associate 
Professor, Department of Geoscience] 
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UNLV 2017 Regent Scholar, Graduate Nominee:  Mr. Tyler Stalbaum 
 

Tyler Stalbaum was born in Henderson, NV.  He achieved his B.S. in Mechanical Engineering in 
December 2010 from UNLV and his M.S. in Industrial Engineering from Purdue University in 
May 2013.  He returned to UNLV and is currently a Ph.D. candidate in the Mechanical 
Engineering program scheduled to graduate in December 2016.  Early in his undergraduate 
work, he participated in several research projects with faculty of the Department of Mechanical 
Engineering at UNLV.  Additionally, he was well-respected by his peers and was named the 
Class of 2010 Mechanical Engineering Outstanding Graduating Senior.  His research interests 
have included a range of topics from materials science and manufacturing processing to 
biomedical research, robotics, dynamics and controls.  His latest and current research work 
specializes in soft-robotics and finite element modeling at the Active Materials and Smart Living 
Laboratory under the supervision of Dr. Kwang J. Kim.  He has contributed to six papers in 
refereed journals with a seventh in preparation, two book chapters, three conference papers, 
and numerous posters and presentations.  Dr. Kim states that Tyler has made significant 
contributions to the field and sees him as one of the most talented students he has worked with 
in over 20 years.   

In addition to Tyler’s dedication to research, he has a strong ambition for teaching and has been 
eager to teach courses in mechanical engineering.  He has taught courses at both the 
undergraduate and graduate levels and has done so with very positive student evaluations.  
After graduation, he plans to work as a postdoctoral researcher with Dr. Kim while continuing 
teaching and simultaneously, he will be applying for faculty positions at U.S. universities.  Tyler 
plans to pursue a career in research and academia to continue to contribute to technological 
and scientific advancement while also working to benefit society through the education and 
mentoring of students.  He aspires to one day earn the rank of professor.  Tyler is a true scholar 
that UNLV is proud to put forward for this recognition. 

 

[Nominated by Kwang J. Kim, Ph.D., NV Energy Professor of Energy and Matter, Department of 
Mechanical Engineering, Howard R. Hughes College of Engineering] 
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November 10, 2016 

JOHN NAPA BIO – CONDENSED VERSION - AS WRITTEN TO PROFESSOR JET MITCHELL 

(Full bio information is attached) 

MILITARY SERVICE  

United States Air Force (Operations Intelligence Specialist) Aug 2000 – Dec 2003  

CIVILIAN EMPLOYMENT  

1. The Martial Arts Center (Owner)  
Jan 2015 – Jan 2016  
Managed administrative and business aspect of self-owed company.  

2. American Landscape Service (Arbor and Administration Specialist) Sep 2010–Dec 2012  
Provide gardening maintenance of client’s horticulture.  

3. Westin Hotel and Resort Guam (Banquet Wait staff)  
Jul 1998 – Jul 2000  
Responsible for guest hospitality and dining setting preparation.  

EDUCATION 

College of Southern Nevada:  Associate of Applied Science Degrees (AAS)  
Automotive Technology AUTO-AAS, Diesel Heavy Equipment Master Technician DLS 
Marketing/Merchandising/Retail Management MKT-AAS  
 
Leadership and Volunteer Roles 
 
USAF JROTC Group Commander (Top Echelon Leadership Role)  
U.S. Naval Sea Cadets Corps (Platoon Leader) 
 

COMMUNITY SERVICE 

1. Wounded Warrior Project (Veterans' Benefactor and Volunteer) 2010 - Present  
2. Disabled American Veterans (Veterans' Charity Volunteer) 
 2010 - Present  
3. The Animal Foundation (Animal Rescue Shelter Volunteer)  
2014 – Present (Volunteered Approximately 1,000 HRS)  

  

AWARDS AND RECOGNITION 

 
1. National Defense Service Medal, U.S. Military  
2. Global War on Terrorism Service Medal, U.S. Military 
3. Air Force Achievement Medal, USAF  
4. USAF Basic Military Training Honor Graduate Ribbon, USAF 
5. USAF Operations Intelligence Specialist Training MVP Award  
6. USAF Operations Intelligence Specialist, Senior Airman Below-The-Zone, Advanced 
Promotion  
7. College of Southern Nevada, CSN Serves Volunteer of the Year Award 2014-2015  
8. College of Southern Nevada Dean's List  
9. The Animal Foundation, TOP DOG Volunteer Award 2014  
10. The Animal Foundation, Certificate of Achievement, Most Shelter Involvement 2014  
11. The Animal Foundation, Certificate of Recognition, Outstanding Multifaceted 
Service 2015 
12. College of Southern Nevada, CSN Serves Volunteer of the Year Award 2015-2016 
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