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Distinguished Nevadan 

Nomination Form 

Deadline: December 31 

Please send all nominations to: 

Dean J. Gould, Chief of Staff & Special Counsel 
Board of Regents 

4300 South Maryland Parkway, Las Vegas, NV 89119 
e-mail: dean_gould@nshe.nevada.edu Fax: (702) 889-8495 

(775) 327-5049 

1. Salutation: Mr. Mrs. Miss  Ms.  Dr. 

2. Nominee's Name (please ensure correct spelling):

Justice Cliff Young

3. Nominee's Mailing Address:

4. Nominee's Phone Number: Work: Home: 

5. Employment History (attach additional material if necessary):

1950 - 1952 Washoe County Public Administrator
1953 - 1957 U.S.  House of Representatives

1966 - 1980 Nevada Senator

1985 - 2003 Nevada Supreme Court Justice

   (Clarence Clifton Young)

1981- 1983 National Wildlife Federation President

1943 - 1946 United States Army 

 

Attorney

Attorney - Breen, Young, Whitehead, Belding & Hardesty
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6. Educational Background (attach additional material if necessary): 

7. Reasons for Nomination: (Please include outstanding accomplishments, achievements,

and contributions to Nevada and its people.  Please be specific and provide considerable

detail.  You may attach additional pages if necessary.)

See attached information.

8. Other NSHE Awards (please list other awards this individual has received):

9. Nominated by Regent:   

Harvard Law School, 1949

B.A., University of Nevada, Reno, 1943

Full Board of Regents 
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2/5/2016 Clarence Clifton Young - Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 

Clarence Clifton Young 
From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 

Clarence Clifton Young (born November 7, 1922) was 
a United States congressman from Nevada. 

A Republican, Young was elected to the U.S. House of 
Representatives from the state's at-large district in 1952 
and re-elected in 1954. He won the Republican 
nomination for United States Senate in 1956 but was 
defeated by incumbent Democrat Alan Bible in a close 
race. 

Young later served in the Nevada Senate and on the 
Nevada Supreme Court, including a stint as chief justice 
( 1989-1990). Young also served as president of the 
National Wildlife Federation (1981-1983). 

Notes 

External links 

• Clarence Clifton Young 
(http://bioguide.congress.gov/scripts/biodisplay. pl? 
index=Y000032) at the Biographical Directory of 
the United States Congress 

• A Guide to the C. Clifton Young (family) Papers 
(http://dewey.library.unr.edu/xtf/view? 
docld=ead/mss/sc/96-06-ead.xml), University of 
Nevada, Reno, Special Collections. 

• A Guide to the C. Clifton Young (political) Papers 
(http://dewey.library.unr.edu/xtf/view? 
docld=ead/mss/sc/2002-14-ead.xml), University of 
Nevada, Reno, Special Collections. 

-

Clarence Clifton Young 

Member of the U.S. House of Representatives 

from Nevada's At-Large district 

In office 

January 3, 1953 - January 3, 1957 

Preceded by 

Succeeded by 

Born 

Political party 

Residence 

Profession 

----

Walter S. Baring, Jr. 

Walter S. Baring, Jr. 

Personal details 

November 7, 1922 

Lovelock, Nevada 

Republican 

Reno 

Attorney 

United States House of Representatives 

Preceded by 
United States House of Representatives, 

Succeeded by 
Walter S. Baring, Jr. 

Nevada At-Large 
Walter S. Baring, Jr. 1953-1957 

Retrieved from "https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Clarence _Clifton_ Young&oldid=681225718" 

Categories: 1922 births I American military personnel of World War II I Harvard Law School alumni 
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List of Justices of the Supreme Court of Nevada 
From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 

Following is a list of the Supreme Court of Nevada justices. Chief Justices are listed in bold. 

• James F. Lewis (1864-1873) 
• Henry 0. Beatty (1864-1868) 
• Cornelius M. Bronsan (1864-1867) 
• J. Neely Johnson (1867-1871) 
• Bernard Crosby Whitman (1868-1875) 
• John Garber (1871-1872) 
• Charles Henry Belknap (1872-1875) 
• Thomas Porter Hawley ( 1873-1890) 
• Warner Earll (1875-1877) 
• Orville Rinaldo Leonard (1877-1889) 
• William H. Beatty (1879-1880) 
• Michael Augustus Murphy (1889-1895) 
• McKaskia Stems Bonnifield (1895-1901) 
• Rensselaer R. Bigelow (1890-1897) 
• William A. Massey (1896-1902) 
• Adolphus Leigh Fitzgerald (1901-1907) 
• Thomas Van Camp Julien (1902-1903) 
• George Frederick Talbot (1903-1915) 
• Frank Norcross (1905-1916) 
• James G. Sweeney (1907-1913) 
• Patrick McCarran (1913-1919) 
• Benjamin Wilson Coleman (1915-1939) 
• John Adams Sanders (1917-1935) 
• Edward Augustus Ducker (1919-1946) 
• William Edwin Orr (1939-1945) 
• Charles Lee Horsey (1945-1951) 
• Edgar Bather (1946-1958) 
• Milton Benjamin Badt (1947-1966) 
• Errol James Livingston Taber (1935-1947) 
• Charles M. Merrill (1951-1959) 
• Frank McNamee (1958-1965) 
• Miles Nelson Pike (1959-1961) 
• Gordon Rufus Thompson ( 1961-1977) 
• David Zeno ff ( 1965-197 6) 
• Jon R. Collins (1966-1971) 
• Cameron McVicar Batjer (1967-1981) 
• John Code Mowbray (1967-1993)[1] 

• Elmer Millard Gunderson (1971-1989) 
• Noel Edwin Manoukian (1977-1985) 
• Charles E. Springer (1981-1997) 
• Thomas L. Steffen (1982-1997) 
• Cliff Young (1985-2003) 
• Robert E. Rose (1989-2007) 
• Miriam Shearing (1993-2005) 

https:/len.wikipedia.orglwiki/List_of_Justices_of_the_Supreme_Court_of_Nevada 1/3 
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YOUNG, Clarence Clifton, (1922 - ) 

YOUNG, Clarence Clifton, a Representative from Nevada; born in 
Lovelock, Pershing County, Nev., November 7, 1922; attended the 
public schools of his native city; B.A., University of Nevada in Reno, 
1943; during the Second World War served in the United States Army 
ground forces from May 1943 to October 1946, with twenty months' 
overseas duty in the European Theater with the One Hundred and 
Third Infantry Division, and was discharged as a major; LL.B., 
Harvard Law School, 1949; was admitted to the Nevada bar in 1949 
and commenced practice in Reno, Nev.; public administrator of 
Washoe County 1950-1952; State president of the Young Republicans 
of Nevada in 1952; delegate, Republican National Convention, 1950; 
delegate to each State convention since 1950; elected as a Republican 
to the Eighty-third and Eighty-fourth Congresses (January 3, 1953-
January 3, 1957); was not a candidate for renomination in 1956 but 
was an unsuccessful candidate for election to the United States Senate; 
engaged in the practice of law in Reno; member, Nevada State senate, 
1966-1980; president, National Wildlife Federation, 1981-1983; 
elected associate justice of the Nevada Supreme Court for the six-year 
term beginning January 1985, chief justice, 1989-1990; is a resident of 
Reno, Nev. 

http://bioguide.congress.gov/scri pts/biodisplay .pl?i ndex= Y000032 1/1 
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Description 

CLIFF YOUNG: 

CHIEF JUSTICE, NEVADA SUPREME COURT 

Interviewee: Cliff Young 
Interviewed: 1999 
Published: 2002 

Interviewer: Victoria Ford 
UNOHP Catalog #193 

This oral history with Nevada Supreme Court Justice Cliff Young was completed as part of the Nevada Legal Oral 
History Project, a cooperative project among the Nevada Judicial Historical Society, the Ninth Judicial Circuit 
Historical Society, and the University of Nevada Oral History Program. 

Justice Cliff Young was born in 1922 in Lovelock, Nevada. He graduated from the University of Nevada and received 
his law degree from Harvard Law School in 1949. He established a law practice in Reno in 1949 and began serving in 
public office in 1950, when he ran for Washoe County public administrator. Young was elected to the U.S. Congress 
in 1952 and served two terms. He then went back to Reno to practice law for about ten years before returning to the 
political arena. He served as a Nevada state senator from 1967 to 1980, and since 1985, he has served as a Nevada 
supreme court justice. 

Justice Cliff Young is a seasoned storyteller. From his early law practice in Reno in 1949 to the United States Congress, 
the Nevada senate, and finally the Nevada supreme court, his memories were clear. He especially remembered who 
was where and doing what, and the list of names of people he worked with and/or counted as friends reads like the 
Who's Who for Nevada, starting in the 1950s. 

Justice Young is a many-faceted Nevada gem, and beneath the calm surface is a man who has been willing to 
enter the fray. He served his country in World War II and is a decorated combat veteran. He has been an active 
Republican Party member and an environmentalist with a special passion for Nevada's state parks. His oral history 
covers in detail his work to influence court reform and addresses issues such as death-penalty cases, bench memos, 
overcrowding in prisons, and fast track settlements. 

He balanced a lifetime of exemplary public service with his devotion to hobbies and the people he loves. His life as 
been rich with music, painting, poetry, fishing, hunting, horses, friends, and his family. While the emphasis of his 
oral history is on his work and contributions to Nevada's legal profession, it includes many aspects of Cliff Young, 
the man. 
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3kip to Main Conte1Bl 

(https://www.unr.edu/nevada-today) 

/specoll/default.aspx) 

:. Clifton Young 

Guida to tha Re~).:::rds of 
C. Clifton Young 

Collection No. 96-06 

'.;larence Clifton (Cliff) Young was born on Nov. 7, 1922 in Lovelock Nevada. His parents were 
=1orence Eliza Anker Young and Clarence L. Young. Cliff graduated from Pershing County High Schoo 
n 1939 and the University of Nevada in 1943. He served three and one-half years in the Infantry in 
Norld War II, including action in France, Germany, and Austria. He was discharged as a major in 1946 
~nd graduated from Harvard Law School in 1949. He was a member of the Reno law firm of Breen, 
foung, Whitehead, Belding & Hardesty. 

f oung was elected to the U.S. House of Representatives from Nevada in 1953 and served until 1956. 
-le served in the Nevada State Senate from 1966-1980. Young was elected to the Nevada Supreme 
'.;ourt in November, 1984 and served as Chief Justice of the Court from 1989-1990. As of 1996 he is 
;till a justice in the Supreme Court. 

'.;liff married Loretta Jane Hempfling Gibson on Dec. 25, 1952. She was born in Kansas City, Missouri 
)n Oct. 13, 1926. She is an artist and active in many Reno club and church activities. She has a son, 
\/lark Craig Gibson, born July 13, 1948 in Altadena, California. 

'.;liff and Loretta have four children: 

• Diana Jane Young Monfalcone (Mrs. Clint), born Nov. 11, 1954. 
• Florence Lavonne Young Duhon (Mrs. Gary), born Feb. 13, 1956. 
• Clifton James Young, born Jan. 8, 1958. 
• Robert Alfred Young, born June 24, 1961. 

:1arence L. Young 
'.;larence L. Young, father of Cliff Young, was born in Lovelock, Nevada, on Aug. 17, 1886 to Stephen 
~.and Mary E. Wilson Young. He attended public schools in Lovelock and was an engineering studen1 
~t the University of Nevada. He supervised construction of the Lovelock and Woolsey Light and Power 
'.;ompany plant situated on the Young Ranch. For nine years he was Superintendent of the Lovelock 
md Woolsey Light and Power Company until the transmission lines and distribution system were sold 
:o the Nevada Valley Power Company, later part of Sierra Pacific Power Company. 

http://knowledgecenter.unr.edu/specoll/mss/96-06.aspx 1/7 
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Justice Cliff Young 
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Cliff Young 
Chief Justice, Nevada Supreme Court 

From oral history interviews 
conducted by Victoria Ford 

Edited by Kathleen M. Coles 

University of Nevada 
Oral History Program 
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Home A-Z Index Map Nevada 

Cliff Young 

Interviews with Nevada Supreme Court Justice Cliff Young were conducted during May, June, and July of 

1999 at his home south of Reno. The setting is peaceful and relaxed-a ten-acre ranchette with a large pond 

near the front entrance and a driveway through mature shade trees. The Young ranch house is well-known 

to many who have been invited to enjoy a summer barbeque. The big, black lab Jet, who was Justice 

Young's constant companion except when chasing ducks out of the pond, welcomed this visitor. Jet slept 

near Justice Young's feet as we recorded the interviews, and occasionally the cat Lily would walk through 

the study, across the desk and the tape recorder, and once draped herself around my neck and stayed for 

part of the conversation. 

Justice Young is a seasoned storyteller who seems as relaxed as his home. From his early law practice in 

Reno in 1949 to the United States Congress, the Nevada Senate, and finally to the Nevada Supreme Court, 

his memories were clear and easily tapped for his oral history interviews. He especially remembered who 

was where and doing what, and the list of names of the people he worked with and/or counted as friends 

reads like the Who's Who for Nevada, starting in the 1950s. 

Yet, Justice Young is a many-faceted Nevada gem, and beneath the calm surface is a man who has been 

willing to enter the fray. He served his country in World War II and is a decorated combat veteran. He served 

his state as an attorney and Supreme Court Justice; a U.S. Congressman, a state legislator and an active 

Republican Party member; and as an environmentalist with a special passion for Nevada's state parks. His 

oral history covers in detail his work that influenced court reform and addressed issues such as the death 

penalty, overcrowding in prisons, and reduction of the court's case backlog. 

He balanced a lifetime of exemplary public service with his devotion to the things and people he loves. His 

life has been rich with music, painting, poetry, fishing, hunting, horses, friends, and his family. While the 

emphasis of his oral history was on his work and contributions to Nevada's legal profession, hopefully, it 

includes some of the many aspects of Cliff Young, the man. 

Oral history interviews were conducted with Justice Young as part of the Nevada Legal Oral History Project, 

a cooperative project among the Nevada Judicial Historical Society, the Ninth Judicial Circuit Historical 

Society, and the University of Nevada Oral History Program (UNOHP). Funding was provided by a grant from 

the Dangberg Foundation to the Nevada Judicial Historical Society, while the UNOHP donated transcription 

and production services. The Ninth Judicial Circuit Historical Society provided professional expertise and 

administered the grant. Thanks go to Susan Southwick of the Nevada Judicial Historical Society, Brad 

Williams of the Ninth Judicial Circuit Historical Society, and Jan Doescher of Justice Young's office for their 

help with this project. 

The transcripts that resulted from the interviews have been slightly edited for readability, but the natural 

episodic structure follows the interview tapes. Amusement or laughter is represented with [laughter] at the 

end of the sentence; and ellipses are used, not to indicate that material has been deleted, but to indicate 

that a statement has been interrupted or is incomplete ... or there is a pause for dramatic effect. 

For readers who are interested in examining the unaltered records, copies of the tape-recorded interviews 

are in the archives at the Nevada Supreme Court Library at Carson City, Nevada; the Ninth Judicial Circuit 

Historical Society at Pasadena, California; and the UNOHP in Reno. As with all oral history projects, Justice 

Young has recorded his remembered past, and memory is never flawless. Readers should exercise the same 

caution used when consulting government records, newspaper accounts, diaries, and other primary 

http://www.onlinenevada.org/articles/cliff-young 
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University of Nevada Oral History Program Use Policy 

All UNOHP interviews are copyrighted materials. They may be downloaded and/or 
printed for personal reference and educational use, but not republished or sold. Under 
"fair use" standards, excerpts of up to 1000 words may be quoted for publication without 
UNOHP permission as long as the use is non-commercial and materials are properly 
cited. The citation should include the title of the work, the name of the person or 
people interviewed, the date of publication or production, and the fact that the work 
was published or produced by the University of Nevada Oral History Program (and 
collaborating institutions, when applicable). Requests for permission to quote for other 
publication, or to use any photos found within the transcripts, should be addressed 
to the UNOHP, Mail Stop 0324, University of Nevada, Reno, Reno, NV 89557-0324. 
Original recordings of most UNOHP interviews are available for research purposes 
upon request. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Interviews with Nevada Supreme Court Justice Cliff Young 
were conducted during May, June, and July of 1999 at his home 
south of Reno. The setting is peaceful and relaxed-a ten-acre 
ranchette with a large pond near the front entrance and a drive
way through mature shade trees. The Young ranch house is 
well-known to many who have been invited to enjoy a sum
mer barbeque. The big, black lab Jet, who was Justice Young's 
constant companion except when chasing ducks out of the 
pond, welcomed this visitor. Jet slept near Justice Young's feet 
as we recorded the interviews, and occasionally the cat Lily 
would walk through the study, across the desk and the tape 
recorder, and once draped herself around my neck and stayed 
for part of the conversation. 

Justice Young is a seasoned storyteller who seems as re
laxed as his home. From his early law practice in Reno in 1949 
to the United States Congress, the Nevada Senate, and finally 
to the Nevada Supreme Court, his memories were clear and 
easily tapped for his oral history interviews. He especially re
membered who was where and doing what, and the list of names 
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viii INTRODUCTION 

of the people he worked with and/or counted as friends reads 
like the Who's Who for Nevada, starting in the 1950s. 

Yet, Justice Young is a many-faceted Nevada gem, and be
neath the calm surface is a man who has been willing to enter 
the fray. He served his country in World War II and is a deco
rated combat veteran. He served his state as an attorney and 
Supreme Court Justice; a U.S. Congressman, a state legislator 
and an active Republican Party member; and as an environ
mentalist with a special passion for Nevada's state parks. His 
oral history covers in detail his work that influenced court re
form and addressed issues such as the death penalty, overcrowd
ing in prisons, and reduction of the court's case backlog. 

He balanced a lifetime of exemplary public service with 
his devotion to the things and people he loves. His life has 
been rich with music, painting, poetry, fishing, hunting, horses, 
friends, and his family. While the emphasis of his oral history 
was on his work and contributions to Nevada's legal profes
sion, hopefully, it includes some of the many aspects of Cliff 
Young, the man. 

Oral history interviews were conducted with Justice Young 
as part of the Nevada Legal Oral History Project, a cooperative 
project among the Nevada Judicial Historical Society, the Ninth 
Judicial Circuit Historical Society, and the University of Ne
vada Oral History Program (UNOHP). Funding was provided 
by a grant from the Dangberg Foundation to the Nevada Judi
cial Historical Society, while the UNOHP donated transcrip
tion and production services. The Ninth Judicial Circuit His
torical Society provided professional expertise and administered 
the grant. Thanks go to Susan Southwick of the Nevada Judi
cial Historical Society, Brad Williams of the Ninth Judicial 
Circuit Historical Society, andJan Doescher of]ustice Young's 
office for their help with this project. 
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INTRODUCTION ix 

The transcripts that resulted from the interviews have been 
slightly edited for readability, but the natural episodic struc
ture follows the interview tapes. Amusement or laughter is rep
resented with [laughter] at the end of the sentence; and el
lipses are used, not to indicate that material has been deleted, 
but to indicate that a statement has been interrupted or is in
complete ... or there is a pause for dramatic effect. 

For readers who are interested in examining the unaltered 
records, copies of the tape-recorded interviews are in the ar
chives at the Nevada Supreme Court Library at Carson City, 
Nevada; the Ninth Judicial Circuit Historical Society at Pasa
dena, California; and the UNOHP in Reno. As with all oral 
history projects, Justice Young has recorded his remembered past, 
and memory is never flawless. Readers should exercise the same 
caution used when consulting government records, newspaper 
accounts, diaries, and other primary sources of historical infor
mation. 

VICTORIA FORD 

Reno, Nevada 
September 2002 

(BOARD OF REGENTS  03/03/16 & 03/04/16)  Ref. BOR-11i, Page 16 of 16




