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BOARD OF REGENTS 
BRIEFING PAPER 

1. Agenda Item Title:   Request for Recognition of the UNLV Rebel Soccer  

 Foundation  

Meeting Date:   June 9-10, 2016 

2. BACKGROUND & POLICY CONTEXT OF ISSUE: 
 
The mission of the UNLV Rebel Soccer Foundation (“Soccer Foundation”), a Nevada non-profit 
corporation, is to support the UNLV men’s soccer program to compete at the highest level and produce 
student-athletes who are successful both on the field and in the classroom.  
 
The Soccer Foundation will work on, among other matters, fundraising for the men’s soccer program, 
branding, public relations, community awareness and community support. The Soccer Foundation is being 
modeled after the UNLV Rebel Golf Foundation a Nevada non-profit corporation, which has been very 
successful over the last 30 years supporting the golf program, aiding current student-athletes and assisting 
in recruitment of future student-athletes. 
 
The Soccer Foundation has enlisted the support of Doug Winters from Bradshaw, Smith & Co., LLP to 
serve as the accountant of record and the firm has agreed to represent the Soccer Foundation. Peter 
Bernhard of Kaempher Crowell will serve as the attorney of record and likewise has agreed to represent the 
Soccer Foundation.  
 
Reference materials accompanying this request include a request for an affiliated group; profiles for the 
officers and directors; a letter of verification from the Internal Revenue Service approving IRS 501(C)(3) 
status for the Soccer Foundation; Corporate Charter; Amended and Restated Articles of Incorporation; 
Nonprofit Articles of Incorporation; strategic plan from the September 2015 initial meeting; balance sheet; 
Profit and Loss Statement; budget; letters of support for the Soccer Foundation; letterhead; and profiles for 
counsel, financial services, and specialty services. 
 
 
3. SPECIFIC ACTIONS BEING RECOMMENDED OR REQUESTED: 
 
UNLV President Len Jessup requests Board approval to recognize the Soccer Foundation as an Affiliated 
Group under the Board of Regents Handbook, Title 4, Chapter 10, Section 10. 
 
 
4. IMPETUS (WHY NOW?): 
 
The UNLV men’s soccer program has achieved great success in the last couple of years including 
appearances in the NCAA Tournament and two (2) players, from Las Vegas, achieving All-American 
recognition. It is a program on the rise and the Soccer Foundation wants to facilitate the team’s continued 
upward trajectory through fundraising and other efforts aimed at enhancing the reputation of UNLV and its 
soccer program. 
 
 
5. BULLET POINTS TO SUPPORT REQUEST/RECOMMENDATION: 

 
• The Soccer Foundation’s board is comprised of business and community leaders who have a 

passion for the University, the program, and the sport. Each member is committed to its success 
and five (5) of the members are former UNLV soccer players. 
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• The leaders of this proposed foundation have outlined a strong plan for the Soccer Foundation and 
its success with both fundraising and community relations.  

• The UNLV Rebel Golf Foundation, a Nevada non-profit corporation, which the Soccer 
Foundation is modeled after, has had a profound and lasting impact on that program over the last 
30 years resulting in incredible collegiate and professional successes. 

• In 2011, the men’s soccer program was slated to be shut down due to a budgetary shortfall until 
the Engelstad Family Foundation, followed by the Hannah Family Trust, stepped in and provided 
their support with significant gifts for the benefit of the program. The impetus for creating the 
Soccer Foundation is to provide stability over the years through fundraising and community 
support. 

• This strong group of community leaders will be able to provide coordinated support for the men’s 
soccer program at UNLV. 
 

 
6. POTENTIAL ARGUMENTS AGAINST THE REQUEST/RECOMMENDATION: 
 
The Soccer Foundation will be an Affiliated Group which requires oversight by the UNLV Athletic 
Department, the NSHE Board of Regents, and the State of Nevada in compliance with applicable 
institutional rules and regulations. 
 
 
7. ALTERNATIVE(S) TO WHAT IS BEING REQUESTED/RECOMMENDED: 
 
Do not approve the UNLV Rebel Soccer Foundation as an Affiliated Group. 
Create a fund within the University of Nevada, Las Vegas Foundation, a Nevada non-profit corporation, 
and establish a governing board made up of community supporters to manage distribution of collected 
funds to the UNLV Soccer program (i.e., UNLV Runnin’ Rebels Club). 
 
 
8. COMPLIANCE WITH BOARD POLICY: 
X    Consistent With Current Board Policy:   Title # 4   Chapter #10   Section #10 
 Amends Current Board Policy:     Title #_____   Chapter #_____  Section #_______ 
 Amends Current Procedures & Guidelines Manual:   Chapter #_____  Section #_______ 
 Other:________________________________________________________________________ 
 Fiscal Impact:        Yes_____      No_____ 
          Explain:____________________________________________________________ 
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