
BOARD OF REGENTS 
BRIEFING PAPER  

Agenda Item Title:   University of Nevada, Reno – Redfield Campus Access Easement  

Meeting Date:  June 9-10, 2016 

1. BACKGROUND & POLICY CONTEXT OF ISSUE: 
 
In 1996 the Redfield Trust gifted land to the Nevada System of Higher Education (NSHE) for 
the future development of the Redfield Campus.  One year earlier, in 1995, the Redfield Trust 
entered into an agreement with Bruce and Martha Mackay to grant an access easement and to 
construct and maintain an access road across Redfield’s property to allow the Mackays access to 
their property and business, the Mackay Drilling Company (Exhibit 1). It was recently 
discovered that the easement created under this 1995 agreement was never recorded with 
Washoe County. Further, the current access easement is not consistent with the existing access 
road and the easement therefore requires relocation.  
 
Easement Area Description: This 20-foot non-exclusive easement consisting of 25,843 square 
feet replaces the easement outlined in the previous agreement.  It runs along the northern 
boundary of Redfield Campus, beginning at the campus ring road and terminating at Mackay’s 
property (Exhibits 2 & 3).  This new easement runs along the access road which was constructed 
to Mackay’s property and is in compliance with the Redfield Campus Master Plan.  The 
easement needs to be 20-feet wide as Mackay Drilling Company has numerous large commercial 
trucks utilizing the road daily.  
 
Both the Redfield Foundation and Truckee Meadows Community College support the granting 
of this easement.  
 
The University of Nevada, Reno seeks approval of a Resolution authorizing the Chancellor or 
his assignee to sign the Grant of Easement and associated documents for the recording of the 
easement (Exhibit 4) after consultation with and review by the Vice Chancellor of Legal Affairs. 
 
 
2. SPECIFIC ACTIONS BEING RECOMMENDED OR REQUESTED: 
 
University of Nevada, Reno President Marc Johnson requests Board of Regents approval of a   
Grant of a Non-Exclusive Access Easement to Bruce and Martha Mackay on Parcel #144-070-21, 
better known as the Redfield Campus, and to authorize the Chancellor or his assignee to sign all 
associated documents to record the Easement after consultation with and review by the Vice 
Chancellor of Legal Affairs. 
 
 
 
3. IMPETUS (WHY NOW?): 
 

• It was recently discovered that the current un-recorded easement is not compatible with 
the current access road nor with the Redfield Campus Master Plan.  The proposed new 
easement better depicts and defines the actual area currently used for access and the new 
easement location is both beneficial to NSHE and acceptable to the adjacent property 
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owner at this time.   
4. BULLET POINTS TO SUPPORT REQUEST/RECOMMENDATION: 
 

• New easement will be officially recorded and is in a location which will not hinder the 
operations of or limit future development at the Redfield Campus.  

• The new easement is located on an access road that is already constructed and utilized by 
the adjacent property owners and their business. 

• The Redfield Foundation and Truckee Meadows Community College both support the 
granting of this easement.  
 

 
 
5. POTENTIAL ARGUMENTS AGAINST THE REQUEST RECOMMENDATION: 
 

None 
 

 
6. ALTERNATIVE(S) TO WHAT IS BEING REQUESTED/RECOMMENDED: 

 
• Move the access easement to another location and incur costs in re-designing, master 

planning, surveying and constructing a new road. 
 

 
7. COMPLIANCE WITH BOARD POLICY: 
X     Consistent With Current Board Policy:   Title  #4   Chapter  #10   Section  #1.9 
 Amends Current Board Policy:     Title #_____   Chapter #_____  Section #_______ 
    Other:_ 
X     Fiscal Impact:        Yes   ___       No _X_ 
        Explain: _____         
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Exhibit 2
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Exhibit 3 

 

Redfield Campus Master Plan 
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EXHIBIT 4 
 
 

RESOLUTION NO. ____ 
 

A RESOLUTION PERTAINING TO THE APPROVAL OF 
THE GRANTING OF A PERMANENT NON-EXCLUSIVE 
EASEMENT TO BRUCE AND MARTHA MACKAY ON A 
PORTION OF WASHOE COUNTY PARCEL APN#s 144-070-
21, RENO, NEVADA, AND TO THE AUTHORIZATION OF 
CHANCELLOR DANIEL J. KLAICH, OR HIS DESIGNEE, 
TO APPROVE AND SIGN THE CORRESPONDING TITLE 
DOCUMENTS ASSOCIATED WITH THE GRANTING OF 
EASEMENT AFTER CONSULTATION WITH AND REVIEW 
BY THE VICE CHANCELLOR OF LEGAL AFFAIRS. 

 
 BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Regents approves the request to grant a permanent 
non-exclusive easement to Bruce and Martha Mackay on a portion of Washoe County Assessor’s 
Parcel # 14-070-21, Reno, Nevada. 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board of Regents hereby authorizes Chancellor 
Daniel J. Klaich, or his Designee, to approve and sign the corresponding escrow and title 
documents associated with the granting of the easement, after consultation with and review by the 
Vice Chancellor of Legal Affairs.   
 
 PASSED AND ADOPTED on __________________________________, 2016. 
 
 
           

_________________________________ 
       Chairman 
       Board of Regents of the 
       Nevada System of Higher Education 
 
 
(SEAL) 
Attest: 
 
 
 
 
______________________________________ 
Chief Executive Officer to the 
Board of Regents  
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