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1. Agenda Item Title:   University of Nevada, Reno – Approval of 
New Employment Agreement for Athletic Director Doug Knuth 
 

Meeting Date:  March 3-4, 2016  

2. BACKGROUND & POLICY CONTEXT OF ISSUE: 
Doug Knuth’s current multi-year employment agreement as Athletic Director ends 
June 30, 2016.  President Johnson seeks to continue the Athletic Director’s 
employment for an additional three (3) years.  Exhibit 1 The general terms of the 
proposed employment agreement are: 

- Three (3) year term from July 1, 2016, through June 30, 2019; 
- Salary increase from $285,000.00 to $295,000.00; 
- Employee is not subject to reassignment; 
- Employee is not eligible for bonuses; 
- Employee is eligible for COLA adjustments and merit on the same terms 

as other University faculty; 
- Liquidated damages in the amount of base salary for the remainder of the 

term, paid monthly, if University terminates employment without cause; 
- Shortened termination for cause process, providing due process. 

 
 
 
3. SPECIFIC ACTIONS BEING RECOMMENDED OR REQUESTED: 
President Marc Johnson requests approval of a new employment agreement for 
Athletic Director Doug Knuth.   
 
 
4. IMPETUS (WHY NOW?): 
 
Athletic Director Knuth’s current employment agreement ends June 30, 2016.  
Approval of the new employment agreement now will enable the Athletic Director 
to move into to the next fiscal year seamlessly.   
 
 
5. BULLET POINTS TO SUPPORT REQUEST/RECOMMENDATION: 
Athletic Director Knuth has built a strong community relations presence, he has 
emphasized and succeeded in improving academic performance of student 
athletes, he has used his network to hire outstanding coaches with strong athletic 
and citizenship attributes, and he has maintained an athletic program with high 
integrity and NCAA and Conference compliance. 
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6. POTENTIAL ARGUMENTS AGAINST THE REQUEST/RECOMMENDATION: 
 Some may think the employment agreement terms should be modified in some 
way. 
 
 
7. ALTERNATIVE(S) TO WHAT IS BEING REQUESTED/RECOMMENDED: 
Submit an agenda item for approval of the new employment agreement at the 
special meeting in April, which is a tentative meeting. 
 
 
 
8. COMPLIANCE WITH BOARD POLICY: 
XConsistent With Current Board Policy:   Title #2   Chapter #5   Section #5.4.2(e) and (f) 
 Amends Current Board Policy:     Title #___   Chapter #___  Section #____ 
 Amends Current Procedures & Guidelines Manual:   Chapter #_____  Section #______ 
 Other:________________________________________________________________________ 
XFiscal Impact:        Yes____      No__X___ 
          Explain: _______________________________________________________________________ 
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