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BOARD OF REGENTS 
BRIEFING PAPER 

1. AGENDA ITEM TITLE:  Approval of Pennington Foundation Grant     

MEETING DATE:  December 1-2, 2016     

2. BACKGROUND & POLICY CONTEXT OF ISSUE: 
 
The WNC Aspen Building, which houses the Department of Biophysical Sciences and Cadaver Labs, was 
constructed in 1990.  The 26-year-old science labs have become outdated and in disrepair following many 
years of high-volume student use.  Over the years, the labs have developed capacity, accessibility, 
functionality, and safety issues for students, potentially placing the college at risk. 
 
Remodeling the science labs became a high priority for the college.  The Board approved the science labs 
remodel project as a 2017 Capital Improvement Program Proposal at it March 2016 meeting, however, the 
State Public Works Board did not select the project following its September 2016 meeting.   
 
In October 2016, the WNC Foundation submitted a proposal to the William N. Pennington Foundation to 
renovate the Biophysical Sciences and Cadaver Labs in the WNC Aspen Building at a cost of $1,446.040, 
including planning, design, construction, and equipment.  The WNC Foundation received notification on 
October 26, 2016, from the Pennington Foundation that its board had agreed to fund the project, and that it 
would meet again on November 15, 2016, to review a final contract between the foundation and the WNC 
Foundation.  Work on the project is expected to commence as soon as the contract is executed. 
 
The project and the grant to fund it are consistent with the requirements of Tithe 4, Chapter 10, Section 9. 
 
 
3. SPECIFIC ACTIONS BEING RECOMMENDED OR REQUESTED: 
 
President Chester Burton and the WNC Foundation request approval of William N. Pennington Foundation 
grant to the WNC Foundation in the amount of $1,446,040 to renovate the Biophysical Sciences and 
Cadaver Labs in the WNC Aspen Building. 
 
 
 
4. IMPETUS (WHY NOW?): 
 
The 26-year-old science labs have become outdated and in disrepair following many years of high-volume 
student use, and remodeling the science labs became a high priority for the college.   
 
 
 
5. BULLET POINTS TO SUPPORT REQUEST/RECOMMENDATION: 
 

• See the attached Grant Request. 
 
 
6. POTENTIAL ARGUMENTS AGAINST THE REQUEST/RECOMMENDATION: 
 
None. 
 
 
7. ALTERNATIVE(S) TO WHAT IS BEING REQUESTED/RECOMMENDED: 
 
Do not renovate the science labs at this time. 
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8. COMPLIANCE WITH BOARD POLICY: 
X    Consistent With Current Board Policy:   Title #  4   Chapter # 10   Section # 9 
 Amends Current Board Policy:     Title #_____   Chapter #_____  Section #_______ 
 Amends Current Procedures & Guidelines Manual:   Chapter #_____  Section #_______ 
 Other:________________________________________________________________________ 
 Fiscal Impact:        Yes_____      No_____ 
          Explain:____________________________________________________________ 
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