
BOARD OF REGENTS 
BRIEFING PAPER 

Agenda Item Title: Amendment to Lease to Allow for ADA Ramp Construction 

Meeting:  March 5 – 6, 2015 
 

1. BACKGROUND & POLICY CONTEXT OF ISSUE: 
 
The University of Nevada School of Medicine (UNSOM) and its Clinical Practice Plan lease and 
occupy the entire building at 1703/1707 W. Charleston Blvd. in Las Vegas (Lease is attached as 
Exhibit 1).  A new ADA compliant ramp (Exhibit 2) is being proposed for patients and visitors of 
1703/1707 W. Charleston Blvd. to connect to the adjacent 1701 W. Charleston Blvd. building, 
which houses the University Pharmacy.  The estimated cost for construction of the ramp is 
$15,000.   
 
The requested Amendment to the Lease (Exhibit 3) is to allow for the proposed ADA ramp 
construction.  There are no others changes to the Lease.  The Amendment has been reviewed and 
approved by both University of Nevada, Reno’s General Counsel, and by Counsel and Director of 
Real Estate Planning for the Nevada System of Higher Education.  

 
 
2. SPECIFIC ACTIONS BEING RECOMMENDED OR REQUESTED: 
 
University of Nevada, Reno President Marc Johnson is requesting approval to amend the existing 
1703/1707 W. Charleston Blvd. Lease to allow NSHE to install an ADA compliant ramp. 
 
 
3. IMPETUS (WHY NOW?): 
 
The proposed ramp would allow convenient, safer and more direct access between the buildings 
and potentially increase use of the University Pharmacy.  Currently there is no established 
pathway between the two buildings and patients, visitors and staff have to cross over desert 
landscape (rock), with steep elevation differences, which separates the two buildings.  
 
 
4. BULLET POINTS TO SUPPORT REQUEST/RECOMMENDATION: 

 
 Creates a direct, safer access between the buildings for patients, visitors and staff. 
 Meets ADA requirements.  
 The improved access is also anticipated to increase clientele to UNSOM’s Pharmacy. 

 
 
5. POTENTIAL ARGUMENTS AGAINST THE REQUEST/RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Expense to UNSOM to install the ramp, and possible cost to remove said ramp upon termination 
of the Lease. 
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6. ALTERNATIVE(S) TO WHAT IS BEING REQUESTED/RECOMMENDED: 
 

Continue to have patients, visitors and staff access the two buildings through the parking lots on 
W. Charleston Blvd. or, as is currently the case, cross directly between the two buildings over 
desert landscape (rock), with steep elevation differences, which currently separates the properties.  

 
 
7. COMPLIANCE WITH BOARD POLICY: 
 Consistent With Current Board Policy:   Title #__4_ Chapter #__10_  Section #__1.9_ 
 Amends Current Board Policy:     Title #_____   Chapter #_____  Section #_______ 
 Amends Current Procedures & Guidelines Manual:   Chapter #_____  Section #_______ 
 Other:______________________________________________________________________ 
 Fiscal Impact:        Yes__X___      No_____ 
Explain: Cost of approximately $15,000 to the University of Nevada School of Medicine for the 
construction of the ramp, and potential removal costs at the termination of the lease agreement.  
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EXHIBIT B
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EXHIBIT 2
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