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Augustus Merwin 

Gus has a BS in Physics (2011) and MS in Materials Science and Engineering (2012) and is expected to 

get his PhD sometime in 2015. He obtained his MS degree in a record 1 year. His GPA is 3.942.   Gus is 

currently a prestigious UNR- Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) Fellow – only 5 students have 

been awarded these prestigious fellowships.  He already has 6 peer-reviewed publications in 

international journals and further 2 more under review. He also has several proceedings articles, oral 

and poster presentations to his credit.  
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NEVADA STATE 
C 0 L L E G E 

Kristina Mehaffey grew up in the suburbs of Atlanta, GA where she earned a B. B.A. in Economics 

from Kennesaw State University. While living in Georgia, she married John, her husband of 12 years, and 

her son was born. They moved to Rapid City, South Dakota to pursue a business opportunity. Her 

daughter was also born there. She became involved in her son's Cub Scout Pack. While volunteering as a 

leader for her son's Cub Scouts, she found that she was able to make an impact on the lives of the boys 

in the pack. 

In 2010, they moved to Las Vegas where she continues to be involved in her son's Boy Scouts 

and is a leader for her daughter's Girl Scout Troop. Working with her children has inspired her to go back 

to school to become a math teacher. Kristina is currently working on a B.S in Secondary Education with a 

Concentration in Mathematics at Nevada State College. She helped with the Nepantla Summer Bridge 

Program in its inaugural year. Kristina is a mathematics tutor for t he Academic Success Center and a 

math redesign student worker. She plans on teaching math at the middle school level upon graduating 

and furthering her education by earning a Masters in Mathematical Sciences. Her hobbies include 

reading, puzzles, cross-stitching, camping, and watching football. 

SCHOOL OF LIBERAL ARTS AND SCIENCES 

1125 Nevada State Drive, Henderson, Nevada 89002 I Phone: 702.992.2600 I Fax: 702 .992 .2601 I www.nsc .nevada .edu 
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Biography 

I started attending the College of Southern Nevada in the fall of 2011, and I have been a member 

of Phi Theta Kappa since the fall of 2012. I am currently majoring in Elementary Education. I 

believe that a better future starts with a better education. I am planning to go to Nevada State 

College to receive my Bachelors’ Degree. My long term goal is to receive my Doctorate Degree 

in Education because it is something that I am very passionate about. 

On September 25, 2014, Trehixi served on a panel for the President’s Forum on 
Hispanic Heritage Month in a discussion related to STEM along with (pictured 
left to right) Dean Patricia Castro and Vice Chancellor Marcia Turner. (Dr. Michael 
Richards on the right). 
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Ryan Gerchman Biography 
 
Ryan Gerchman was born in Reno, and spent his childhood in Nevada and in rural Pennsylvania. 
He enlisted in the United States Marine Corps in 2002, serving as a Landing Support Specialist, a 
position that requires excellent math, computer, and communications skills as well as a thorough 
knowledge of transportation, logistics, storage, and security. His excellent work there earned him 
a promotion to Corporal and transfer to the 26th Marine Expeditionary Unit, where he supervised 
16 Marines and mentored them to improve their performance. While in Okinawa, Ryan became 
immersed in Japanese culture and broadened his horizons. He then deployed to Iraq to provide 
logistical support for his unit’s operations. He received his Honorable Discharge in 2006 and 
returned to Pennsylvania to work and be near his family. In 2009, his younger brother Brian was 
involved in a motor vehicle accident that left him in a coma for thirty-eight days. Ryan took 
FMLA leave from work and stayed at his brother’s side continuously, sleeping in the hospital 
waiting room and living out of his backpack. During his long vigil, Ryan decided that if his 
brother died, he would re-enlist in the Marine Corps, but if by some miracle his brother 
recovered, Ryan would devote his life to getting an education and helping those who were 
suffering. 
 
Brian recovered from his coma, but remained blind and quadriplegic. After regaining his ability 
to speak, he encouraged Ryan to follow his dream and head back to Nevada. Ryan returned to 
Reno, enrolled at TMCC, and has worked toward his Associates of Science degree while 
engaging in extensive community service, from organizing large events to serving meals to the 
homeless at the Reno-Sparks Gospel Mission. He plans to graduate this year and transfer to 
UNR, where he will continue his education and his service to others as he pursues his goal to 
fulfill the responsibility he has to his brother, family, and fellow human beings to fulfill all of his 
vast potential and to be grateful for all the experience he has gained along the way.  
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