
BOARD OF REGENTS 
BRIEFING PAPER  

1. Agenda Item Title:   Granting of Permanent Easements to NV Energy 
for Gas and Electrical Utilities at the Graduate 
and Student Family Housing Project Site 

Meeting Date:   March 6 & 7, 2014 

 
BACKGROUND & POLICY CONTEXT OF ISSUE: 
Location of Property to Contain Easement: Located on a portion of parcel 003-180-17 on the University of Nevada, 
Reno, main campus, the current site of a land lease by NSHE (Landlord) to Balfour Beatty for the construction of a 
graduate and student housing facility (Exhibit 1). 
   
Background:  The Board of Regents approved a Ground and Improvements Lease to Balfour Beatty for the 
construction of a graduate and student family housing facility at the March 1, 2013 meeting.  The proposed new 
construction will require two new utility easements for gas and electrical service.   
 
Easement Area Descriptions: Each easement contains easement areas for the underground and the above ground 
utility improvements.  Underground easements areas shall be 10 feet in width, being 5 feet on each side of the 
centerline of the utilities installed.  Above ground easements will include the area of the installed facilities plus 3 feet 
in all directions around the installed utility improvement. (Exhibit 2) 
Easement Description: Separate easements for gas and electrical utilities that include surface and subsurface 
installations as required for the projects utility requirements. (Exhibit 3). 
 
Required Easement: The easements are required to be supplied to NV Energy to provide gas and electrical service 
through the installed utility lines.  These easements are granted to NV Energy with no compensation to NSHE as this 
is for the sole benefit of the Graduate and Student Family Housing Project.  There is no expense to NSHE for these 
easements.  All documents were reviewed and approved by UNR General Counsel and Nicholas Vaskov, System 
Counsel and Director of Real Estate Planning. 
 
 
 
SPECIFIC ACTIONS BEING RECOMMENDED OR REQUESTED: 
 
University of Nevada, Reno President Marc Johnson requests approval of two “Grants of Easement” for gas and 
electrical easements to NV Energy for the construction and operation of utility lines. 
 
 
 
IMPETUS (WHY NOW?): 

 These  easements will provide the means for the utilities to be installed for the construction of the new 
graduate and student family housing project currently under construction on the UNR campus. 

 The easements are needed now in order to meet the projected facility opening date of August 2014. 
 

 
 
BULLET POINTS TO SUPPORT REQUEST/RECOMMENDATION: 

 The proposed easements are required for utility service to the project. 
 Any delay in the granting of the easements may delay the construction timeline of the project.  
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POTENTIAL ARGUMENTS AGAINST THE REQUEST RECOMMENDATION: 
 
N/A 
 
 
ALTERNATIVE(S) TO WHAT IS BEING REQUESTED/RECOMMENDED: 
 
Defer this easement to a future date which may delay  project completion.  
 
 
COMPLIANCE WITH BOARD POLICY: 
X     Consistent With Current Board Policy:   Title  #4   Chapter  #10   Section  #1 
 Amends Current Board Policy:     Title #_____   Chapter #_____  Section #_______ 
X    Other:_Procedures  &  Guidelines  Manual, Chapter 5, Section 3, Preparation and Approval of NSHE 
                   Contracts. 
X     Fiscal Impact:        Yes   _       No__X__          
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University of Nevada, Reno 

Main Campus 

EXHIBIT 1  

Proposed Easement Property LocaƟon 

 

White arrow shows the locaƟon of the proposed property for the easement. 
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Gas Easement Area 

Easements will be in the approximate 

area of the shaded lines 

EXHIBIT 2
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Electric Easement Area 
 

Easements will be in the approximate 

area of the shaded lines 
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