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Nevada State College 2013 Regent Scholar, Undergraduate Nominee: Josh Ranck 

Josh Ranck is a third generation native of Las Vegas, and the second of seven siblings. He has given 
time to many local service organizations during his life, including most recently offering two years as 
secretary of a mental health group specializing in substance abuse treatment. Josh has spent the last 
ten years in the professional world as a realtor, where he has esteemed himself through annual 
continuing education, earning several specific license designations. Having entered the work force 
straight from high school, he never planned to further his education. His decision to earn a degree 
came with the expectation of his first child, and was made along with his wife, who is a UNLV 
graduate holding both a bachelor and master’s degree. Currently a college and department honors 
level student with a 3.8 GPA, he is pursuing a major in English, and has completed a minor in 
Psychology. Josh is a member of the International English Honors Society, an inaugural editor of 
NSC’s literary journal 300 Days of Sun. His final semester will include a multicultural-research 
proposal submission to the 2014 FWPCA conference and travel to the Association for Writers & 
Writing Program’s annual conference.  He plans to achieve his Ph. D. in English with a Theory 
emphasis, and is a prime candidate for top programs.  
 
[Nominated by Dr. Gregory Robinson, Chair, Humanities Department] 
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NSHE Nomination – Nicole Lee Biography 
 
Nicole Lee is a wife of nineteen years, the mother of four children ranging from 11 to 17 
years old, and a full-time student who will graduate from Truckee Meadows Community 
College in December, 2013 with an English major. She has been a member of the Alpha 
Pi Gamma chapter of the Phi Theta Kappa International Honor Society since 2011, and 
served as the organization’s Vice President of Leadership during the Fall 2011-Spring 
2012 academic year. Nicole has been on the prose editorial board of The Meadow literary 
magazine since 2011.  She has spent the last four years mentoring and coaching high 
school students who meet at her house every Wednesday evening. Over 20 boys and girls 
attend the weekly group as they navigate life in local high schools, including TMCC high 
school. She has also organized and run an annual conference for teen girls, centering on 
the issues of self-worth, leadership and community service. The next annual conference 
will take place in January 2014. Her interests are not just local, but also have a global 
reach. She has traveled twice to the slums of Nairobi, Kenya in the summers of 2012 and 
2013 to promote education and community action to the people of the Mathare Valley 
through Missions of Hope International, and she hopes to return in June 2014 to hold a 
creative writing clinic for the students of the Kiamaiko School. Throughout her time at 
TMCC, she has strived for excellence, maintaining a high grade point average while 
continuing her involvement in school functions as well as in her local community. She 
cites the high quality of the instructors at the college as an asset to her overall educational 
experience, and she is confident that she can use the knowledge gained at TMCC to 
pursue a variety of future possibilities. 
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UNLV 2014 Regent Scholar, Graduate Nominee:  David Armstrong 
David Armstrong holds an M.A. in English, a B.A. in English, and a B.F.A. in Film from Ohio 
University.  He is currently a Ph.D. candidate in UNLV’s English Creative Writing program where 
he stands out as a truly exceptional student.  David’s creative writing accomplishments include:  
a collection of short stories, Going Anywhere, forthcoming in 2014 from Leapfrog Press; winner 
of a nation a competition from among more than 300 manuscripts; 20 short stories in press or 
soon to be; at least seven of which are winners of national contests and four more either 
runners-up or honorable mentions; and for his literary scholarship, he has written a very 
significant, deeply researched chapter on the work of Jean Rhys to be published in a collection 
of Palgrave/MacMillian; and an essay on Hawthorne the won the College of Liberal Arts Brooks 
Family/Hudgins award for Graduate Writing.  Previous to his being a prestigious Black Mountain 
Institute (BMI) Ph.D. fellow at UNLV, David published a middle school reader on Panama.  He is 
one of the fiction editors of Witness, the internationally acclaimed literary journal published by 
our BMI.  He received exceptional marks teaching World Literature and advanced creative 
writing workshops to our undergraduates.  No other student in this program has achieved as 
much.  He is active in many campus and community organizations.  An example:  he volunteers 
as a Peer Writing coach for the “Word-It-Project” at The Caring Place, a program of the Nevada 
childhood cancer foundation mentoring children being treated for and recovering from childhood 
cancers.   His already nationally recognized talents as a writer and his generosity as a person 
combined with his broad range of interests in service come together to guarantee a bright future 
as he intends to move into the world of higher education. David is a true scholar that UNLV is 
proud to put forward for this recognition. 
 
[Nominated by Dr. Douglas Unger, Professor, Department of English, College of Liberal Arts] 
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UNLV 2014 Regent Scholar, Undergraduate Nominee:  Brittany Radke 
  

Ms. Brittany Radke is a student in the Honors College pursuing both 
departmental and university honors majoring in Civil Engineering with a minor in 
solar and renewable energy.   She will graduate in May 2014.  Brittany has a 
lengthy record of research and academic activities. She participated in EPSCoR 
funded research and a Research Experience for Undergraduates funded by the 
National Science Foundation. Brittany has served in several roles on the UNLV 
Cement Canoe project, a national engineering student competition. She is 
currently immersed in a very interesting research project testing natural 
pozzolans in place of typical cement. These materials were used by ancient 
Romans but somewhere along the way they fell out of use by modern society. 
One of the great things about pozzolans is that they do not contribute to 
greenhouse gases, which typical cement products do, and they are naturally 
occurring, including a large deposit near Fernley, Nevada.  Brittany has been an 
Honors 105 instructor and taught a First Year Seminar class last year. She has 
served as a UNLV Presidential Ambassador (only about 10 UNLV students are 
chosen for this honor each year) and she has been a Teaching Assistant and 
tutor. This year she has been active in the UNLV Solar Decathlon Team efforts. 
She has a lengthy history of engagement in dealing with wastewater issues and 
she has interned at MWH Global – a local engineering company. She does all of 
these things while still maintaining a perfect 4.0 GPA.  Once Brittany graduates 
next spring she intends to get some work experience under her belt, take and 
pass the professional engineer licensing exam, and then return to UNLV for 
graduate school. She is a very bright student who will go very far in her field.  
UNLV is proud to put forward her name to be recognized for this award.  

 
 
 [Nominated by Dr. Nader Ghafoori, Professor, Department of Civil and environmental 
Engineering and Construction, Howard R. Hughes College of Engineering] 
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