NEVADA CLIMATE CHANGE INITIATIVE
NEVADA SYSTEM OF HIGHER EDUCATION PROJECT CONTACTS
This list provides the contact information for the principal investigator of the entire project, the
three co-principal investigators, the six leaders of the six main components of the project, and
the media / public information officers of the institutions. There are many other researchers and
professionals involved in the project. For further assistance, contact anyone on the list below.

Desert Research Institute

Principal Investigator

Project Director, Nevada NSF EPSCoR (National Science Foundation’s Experimental program to
Stimulate Competitive Research)

Gayle Dana, Ph.D.

775-674-7538, Gayle.Dana@dri.edu

Co-Principal Investigator
Nicholas Lancaster, Ph.D., Research Professor, Division of Earth and Ecosystem Sciences
775-673-6304, Nicholas.Lancaster@dri.edu

Climate Modeling Component Lead
Darko Koracin, Ph.D., Research Professor, Division of Atmospheric Sciences
775-674-7091, darko.koracin@dri.edu

Water Resources Component Lead
Michael Young, Ph.D., Deputy Director / Associate Research Professor, Hydrologic Sciences Division
702-862-5489, Michael.Young@dri.edu

Media / Public Information
Greg Bortolin, Director of Communications and Government Affairs
Reno: 775-673-7465, Las Vegas: 702-862-5409, Greg.Bortolin@dri.edu

Nevada State College

Media / Public Information
Rebecca Zisch, Institutional Advancement Specialist, Office of College Relations
702-992-2364, rebecca.zisch@nsc.nevada.edu

Nevada System of Higher Education

Media / Public Information
John Kuhlman, Manager of Public Information
702-889-8426, john_kuhlman@nshe.nevada.edu

University of Nevada, Las Vegas

Co-Principal Investigator
Thomas Piechota, Ph.D., Associate Professor of Civil and Environmental Engineering
702-895-4412, thomas.piechota@unlv.edu

Education Component Lead
David M. Hassenzahl, Chair and Associate Professor of Environmental Studies
702-895-4457, david.hassenzahl@unlv.edu

Policy, Decision-making and Outreach Component Lead
William James Smith Jr., Ph.D., Assistant Professor of Environmental Studies
702-895-4439, bill.smith@unlv.edu

Media / Public Information
Dave Tonelli, Director of Public Affairs
702-895-3102, dave.tonelli@unlv.edu




University of Nevada, Reno

Co-Principal Investigator
Scott Mensing, Ph.D., Chair and Professor of Geography
775-784-1865, smensing@unr.edu

Ecological Change Component Lead
Franco Biondi, Ph.D., Associate Professor of Geography
775-784-6921, fbiondi@unr.nevada.edu

Cyberinfrastructure Component Lead
Sergiu Dascalu, Ph.D., Associate Professor of Computer Science and Engineering
775-784-4613, dascalus@cse.unr.edu

Media / Public Information
Claudene Wharton, Media Relations Officer
775-784-1169, whartonc@unr.edu







