




















BUDGET CUTS #27

Nevada’s economy will once again boom if we continue to investment in higher education. Is
there waste? Of course. Can NSHE be more efficient? Absolutely. [ would expect we would
work together to find solutions to these problems, But should we use these excuses as empty
reasons to starve the campuses so they cannot function? No. That kind of thinking is short-
sighted. :

Jim, in spite of what you may be hearing from some in state government, [ know you can work
with the legislature to help protect NSHE’s future. I certainly will work to help you in that
endeavor.

Thanks for all your hard work and keep telling it like it is.

John Oceguera
Majority Floor Leader
Assembly District 16
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Jim Rogers

Chancellor

The Nevada System of Higher Education
5550 West Flamingo Rd, Suite C1

Las Vegas, NV 89103

Dear Chancellor Rogers:

It was great meeting with you earlier this week. I appreciated our conversation about the state’s budget.
[ want to express my appreciation for your weekly memos which have put a useful spotlight on the needs
of our higher education system.

As you know, Assemblywoman Kirkpatrick and I are examining the impacts of tax exemptions and
abatements granted by the state and local governments. We believe that many exemptions and
abatements are no longer used in a way that matches the original legislative intent. Tax exemptions
should be used to help businesses develop and ultimately yield greater tax revenues and benefits for
Nevada’s taxpayers. It appears some exemptions are granted with more of a benefit to the business than
the community. We must make sure that we are granting abatements and exemptions that have been
developed under good policy and are in the best interests of our taxpayers.

As a member of the Ways and Means and Education Committees, I know that essential education
programs and personnel are being lost to budget cuts. We cannot afford to cut any more. We also can
not allow wasteful programs to continue at the expense of providing a basic education to Nevada’s
children.

I'am going to continue to work to preserve education funding. I will need your help in examining ways to
eliminate wasteful spending and unnecessary programs .

Thanks again for your commitment to the Nevada System of Higher Education and K-12 education in our
state.

Sincerely,

Debbie Smith





