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is a revenue and expenditure plan of action reflecting what we collect and
spend - and what the expected results will be.

We constantly hear persons say, “Nevada has a spending problem.” Well,
guess what? We do. I'd also say that we have a priority problem as a result
of the spending problem. All one would have to do is look at where we
spend our money and how we are doing with our taxpayers’ investments to
realize that we have a severe spending (and priority) problem. Here are
three examples:

First, through our Health & Human Services budget, Nevada has among the
lowest reimbursement costs in the country. Further, we leave behind tens of
millions of dollars in matching contributions from the federal government.
This costs our doctors and hospitals millions of dollars a year. Where and
how do they make up for it? When they negotiate with insurance
companies, they have to recoup their losses. As a result of this spending
problem, Nevada has some of the highest insurance premiums.

Second, Nevada spends among the lowest in the country in our K-12
education system. Our per-pupil funding is well below the national average.
As a result of this spending problem, we have crowded classrooms, schools
in disrepair, low graduation rates and the fewest number of students going
on to college.

Finally, the University of Nevada School of Medicine is one of the smallest
schools in the number of doctors it trains. We graduate almost the same
number of doctors as we did nearly 40 years ago. As a result of this
spending problem, Nevada is way behind in the presence of the number of
specialists, doctors and nurses needed for a state our size.

Mr. Rogers, I could go on and on. The point is that, in our efforts to be a
“low tax state,” it is costing all of us a lot of money as well as lost
opportunities. Our families, our businesses and all of our citizens deserve
better. They want us to fix this “spending problem.” I will stand with you in
addressing this issue next session.

Sincerely,

David R. Parks
Assemblyman






