




PaulM. Woodworth,MD
Internal Medicine and Endocrinology

3343 Maryland Parkway
Suite 313

Las Vegas, NV 89113

May 25, 2009

James E. Rogers

Chancellor for the Nevada System of Higher Education

5550 W. Flamingo Rd.
Suite C-1

Las Vegas, Nevada 89103

Dear Chancellor Rogers,

I had the pleasure of discussing your passion for healthcare education with some of my

colleagues this weekend. Asa general internist and endocrinologist new to LasVegas, I take this

opportunity to express my appreciation for the fresh approaches you have taken to improve the health
of the citizen of our state.

Iam dumbstruck with what Iread about education - especially higher education - in Nevada

and only hope as this legislative session concludes your efforts willprevail. Howcan we have a world-

class medical school without state support for our only public medical college? Obviouslywe cannot.

Youhave my full support for the initiatives and solutions you have proposed. They seem right on

target and your novel approach to health sciences education appears cutting edge.

Very truly yours,

~M.l1/.'1TJt:~ /iLll ~.J

Paul M. Woodworth, MD



 
May 28, 2009 
 
Dr. David B. Ashley, President  
University of Nevada, Las Vegas 
4505 S. Maryland Parkway, Box 451001 
Las Vegas, NV 89154-1001 
 
Dear President Ashley:  
 
As an alumnus of the Hotel Administration program (‘08), I was recently asked, “Do you think higher education won or lost 
as a result of the recent final budget outcome?” Without hesitation, I was saddened to say that I strongly believe higher 
education lost.  
 
To explain why I felt it necessary to provide such an answer to that question, please allow me to tell you a little bit about 
myself.  I am originally from New York.  A little over five years ago, although I knew I wanted to major in food and 
beverage, I was initially unsure of which college I should attend.  Although it meant turning down scholarships offered to me 
by other institutions of higher learning and, although I was accepted to all 13 universities that I had applied to, I am proud to 
say that I chose to attend UNLV.  Ever cognizant of the importance of a quality education, while attending UNLV, I applied 
myself purposefully and diligently, and I maintained a solid 3.50 GPA.   
 
I continue to feel that higher education must be taken seriously because it truly forms the foundation for all future endeavors, 
including one’s livelihood.  It is within this context, and with only the best of intentions, that I feel compelled to share the 
following insights with you.  While attending UNLV, it became painfully obvious to me that I had a stronger educational 
background having come from New York compared with the educational background of my peers who had come from 
Nevada.  I mention this to emphasize why it is imperative that future budget cuts in Nevada be held to a minimum.  
Graduates today are faced with competing in a global environment; they must be given the tools and skills they so 
desperately need, especially in light of current and future economic challenges. 
 
I fear that future budget cuts will put at risk the opportunity for students, faculty and staff at UNLV to contribute to Nevada’s 
future.  Future budget cuts will increase class sizes, one-on-one student services will be decreased, and many who wish to 
play a part in the larger mission of this university or receive a higher education will move on to live and work in other states 
that support higher education through adequate funding.  At the end of the day, UNLV provides a valuable resource to the 
quality of life in Nevada, and I regret to say any and all budget cuts will put this great state in jeopardy.    
 
Today I am also able to see UNLV as an active member of the Las Vegas community. I am able to see what the university 
truly means to our community and how important it is for the community.  UNLV enables the community to continue to 
grow and to educate the future leaders of Nevada.  Because of my current position, I am able to fully appreciate my degree 
and know that it helped me to develop into the professional that I am today. I hope that past and future UNLV alumni will be 
able to feel the same way as I do about their degrees and about this magnificent university.  This will only happen if the state 
does its part and realizes that an investment in higher education is an investment in Nevada’s future.   
 
I wish you and all those intimately involved in the budget process the best in creating a stable and sound future for Nevada’s 
higher education and especially at UNLV for generations of alumni to come.   
 
Sincerely, 

 
Jason Roth  
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