
gambling research at the UNLV International Gaming Institute, and he teaches and 
conducts research at UNLV through a joint appointment in the sociology department 
and the William F. Harrah College of Hotel Administration. Bernhard has delivered 
more than 200 presentations on six continents and has provided testimony in front of 
a number of state and federal bodies, including the U.S. Senate.  

 
 John Ferrin, a current dental student, founded the UNLV Clint Ferrin Memorial 

Dental Clinic, which is a monthly Saturday Clinic that delivers free dental care to 
National Guard soldiers who have served in Iraq and Afghanistan. The clinic was 
named in memory of his brother who was killed in Iraq. 

 
 Al Gourrier, a 2003 MBA graduate, opened First Commerce Bank in North Las 

Vegas and currently serves as its president. 
 
 After graduating in 2007 with a master’s degree in environmental science, Megan 

Hopper joined the Peace Corps. She has been working in Romania since February 
2008, using her graduate training to teach high school students about the 
environment. 

 
 Rochelle Nguyen, a 2002 graduate of the Boyd School of Law, is the president of the 

Board of Directors of HopeLink, a local organization that provides housing-related 
services, such as rent, utility, and deposit assistance, as well as transitional and 
subsidized housing, to low-income families. The organization also provides 
emergency shelter and inclement weather programs, and it maintains a food and 
clothing bank. HopeLink provides other programs that help needy families, such as a 
back-to-school event, at which new clothes and school supplies are provided to 
children of low-income families. 

 
 Two alumni of the Boyd School of Law and one current student serve in the Nevada 

State Assembly:  Assistant Majority Whip William Horne (2001 graduate); Majority 
Leader John Oceguera (2001 graduate), and James Ohrenschall (a fourth-year 
student). 

 
 Boyd Law School alumnae Karen Whelan and Alicia Lerud (class of 2006) received 

the 2008 Rookie of the Year Award at the Nevada Attorney General’s Office. 
 
We hope this list helps to engender greater understanding about the type of rich 
contributions our graduate and professional students make. They are a vital asset to our 
community and state. We are deeply committed to the continued support of the programs 
that have helped them achieve these wonderful accomplishments. 
 
Sincerely, 

          
Dr. Ron Smith          Dr. Kathryn Hausbeck 
Vice President for Research and        Senior Associate Dean, Graduate College 
Dean of the Graduate College  
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