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17 March 2009 

 
Chancellor James E. Rogers 
Nevada System of Higher Education 
55000 W. Flamingo Road, Ste. C-1 
Las Vegas, NV 89103 
 
Dear Chancellor Rogers: 
 
Since coming to Nevada and bringing a high-tech business here in 1992 I have become 
increasingly aware of high vital our institutions of higher learning are to Nevada’s future. I 
thus have “put my time where my mouth is” in spite of my own workload by helping on 
advisory and thesis committees and/or teaching at WNC and the universities.  

Companies that I have founded or co-founded have successfully advanced their technologies 
with R&D from UNR and UNLV and with students and graduates from WNC and both 
universities. Our son also graduated both from WNC and from UNR. 

Very early in Nevada’s rough-and-tumble history the state recognized the vital role higher 
education played in the success of any economy. Thus the University of Nevada was 
founded. That wise understanding is still valid today. 

Higher education is vital not only to Nevada businesses and young people but also to the 
economic recovery of our state. Colleges such as WNC are needed both to educate 
displaced workers and to provide workers trained for jobs in renewable energy and other 
emerging industries. Without strong institutions of higher learning businesses will not come or 
be started here and, sadly, many of our existing businesses may leave.  

Nevada’s lack of economic diversification and excessive dependence on tourism caused us 
to be one of the first and hardest hit states in the recession. The key to changing this is 
education. Higher education has already engaged in “belt tightening,” even as more students 
were pouring into the system. Now, to insure that our state recovers from these trying 
economic times, we need not only to preserve higher education but to strengthen it.  

Please convey to the legislators and others in government that for the businesses, citizens, 
and Nevada’s future higher education is vital.   

 
Sincerely, 

 
 

Linda L. Clements, Ph.D. 
CEO 
 

 

P.O. Box 1089; Dayton, Nevada 89403 

775-246-0505; fax, 775-246-0518 

lclements@candcinnovation.com 
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