CHAMBER OF
COMMERCE

January 13, 2009

Mr. Jim Rogers

Chancellor

Nevada System of Higher Education
5550 W. Flamingo Road, Suite C-1
Las Vegas, NV 89103

Dear Chancellor Rogers:

As you know from my previous contacts with you, I have been following your briefings on the state of our
education system in Nevada. As Executive Director of a rural chamber of commerce, I consider education to be
a number one priority. Why? For no other reason than the answer to: where do the future workers of America
come from? Our education system. We live in a global economy and America needs to strengthen its ability to
compete — not town to town; not state to state...but nation to nation.

If you will please recall, I invited you to speak to our membership at Great Basin College in November. Your
message is a hopeful one to those of us responsible for commerce and industry. Fortunately, the day of our
meeting was the same day you were meeting with Governor Gibbons. This was good news. We had the
privilege of meeting and hearing a presentation from your Vice-Chancellor. Our membership received good
insight and was in agreement regarding the need for our legislature to do everything it possibly can to keep
education at the forefront of its budgeting process. Namely, to KEEP education dollars flowing to all our
schools and colleges!

For Pahrump and our outlying towns, we are grateful to know Great Basin College serves our best interests.
We need them to continue doing so. Great Basin College has partnered with our school district, hospital,
chamber and many others to promote and support workforce development. Our community-at-large simply
cannot afford to NOT have Great Basin College be part of our solution to promoting a healthy and thriving
economy that offers a sustainable and beneficial quality of life.

Please do your utmost to influence Governor Gibbons and our state legislature to recognize the value of
education and the dire need to support it.

Best regardw

Iiacy A/ Ivins
Executive Director

cc: Board of Directors
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